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Al l t he bes t f o r the 
remainder of the year and 
for the upcoming harvest. 

Regards 
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Welcome 

Welcome to the 2018 Glenlea newsletter. We would firstly like to 
thank everyone who has supported our stud in the past. It is greatly 
appreciated and we look forward to continuing to work with you to 
maximise your flock outcomes.  

In WA we have experienced a tough start to the 2018 season with an 
extended dry spell and several severe winds knocking early pastures 
around badly. That said we have turned the corner since the end of 
June in particular: wool and lamb prices are at all time highs and with 
grain prices over $350 per tonne and edging up the season looks like it 
could be a belter. With all that said, it is sad to see that our eastern 
states friends are not faring well at all this year. 100% of NSW is now 
drought declared and there is no real rain on the horizon. Our 
thoughts are with you guys at this tough time. 

We are extremely pleased with how the rams have come up this year 
in both the Dohnes and the Polls, and we are sure there are quality 
genetics on offer that will suit your breeding objectives. 

Jump onto our website where our 2018 catalogue will be updated soon. 
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2018 marks the 20th anniversary of the first Dohne lamb born in Australia 

at Glenlea. With this in mind we thought it would be great to look back on 

the last 20 years. 

Glenlea sheep studs began in 1998 when the first Dohne lambs in Australia 

were born. Three years before this, Alex and Lyn visited a farm in the 

Karoo area of South Africa while on a family holiday. The farm was typical 

of the area where sparse fodder was available due to the low average 

rainfall and rugged mountainside topography. Alex and Lyn saw the Dohnes 

thrive in this environment and a further visit to another Dohne enterprise 

convinced them that the Dohne really had something to offer the 

Australian sheep industry. Embryos from across several South African 

studs were sourced with the assistance of Henri Londt, the general 

manager of the South African Dohne Society. 

In 1999 the Australian Dohne Breeders Association was created with Alex 

as the founding President of the Association. Glenlea Dohne Stud become 

the first registered Dohne Stud and remains Australian Registered Dohne 

Stud number one. At this time the Dohne Association engaged the services 

of Alan Casey and established the Dohne genetic database which has 

resulted in full pedigree recording and performance testing of all Dohne 

animals. This also resulted in EBVs being provided by Dohne breeders to 

allow commercial producers to make informed genetic decisions when 

selecting rams. Alex was a major driver in the Association’s uptake of 

performance testing and EBVs from his experience in the cattle industry.

In 2014 it was decided that there were some Poll Merino rams in 

the industry that had something to offer the Dohne- particularly 

with fleece weight and style. Andrew Bouffler of Trigger Vale 

Stud in Lockhart NSW visited Glenlea, followed by a visit by Alex 

and Fin to Andrew’s property. It was soon identified that the 

Trigger Vale breeding objectives aligned with ours and the decision 

was made to purchase two rams. This also gave Glenlea access to 

the Merino Select database and the associated genomic data. From 

this Glenlea Polls were born and we have not looked back. They now 

run in conjunction with the Dohnes and, as a joint team in our 

commercial flock, are really kicking some goals.

A brief history of our 20 year journey…

mailto:leach@katel.net.au
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20 years of breeding at Glenlea Dohne Stud. It’s been great fun. In 
recent years we have dialled back slightly on early growth as we were 

happy with where we sat overall, and  we started chasing more fat and 
eye muscle. We have increased PWT; however, we have not placed 
quite as much emphasis on it. Glenlea avg PWT is currently at 3.6 with 

the Dohne avg at 3.8. 

The focus on fat and muscle has seen strong results, particularly over 
the last three years. PEMD is 13.8% above the Dohne avg and PFAT is 
26.3% above the avg. All this has been accomplished while maintaining 

the general increase in fleece weight with YCFW just over the Dohne 
avg by 3.17%. 

Number of lambs weaned has also been a focus in line with the 
concentration on fat and muscle. It’s pleasing to see NLW increasing 
on last year with the Glenlea avg 0.2% above the Dohne avg at 4.2%. 
There are also rams available this year from AL 150068 who currently 

has a NLW ASBV of 7% and DJ 140061 who has an ASBV of 8%.

DOHNE NEWS
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YWT YEMD YFAT YCFW YFD
INDEX

7.2 1.7 1.1 13.4 0.3

YDCV YSL YSS LMY IMF
132

-1.6 13.1 1.7 0.11 -0.43

New ram purchase!!! 

Last year we purchased a new ram from Trigger Vale. We chased this 
ram for his fat and eye muscle as well as the staple length. Genetics 

from this ram will be available in next year’s sale.
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Glenlea Polls sold well again last year with 100% clearance across the 
offering. This is the first year we have had the Polls assessed in the 

MerinoSelect database instead of the Dohne database. We are very 
pleased with how the three drops have shaped up, especially in growth 
rate, eye muscle and fat. We are also able for the first time to offer 

our clients ASBVs on Lean Meat Yield and Intra Muscular Fat through 
genomic testing.

Glenlea PWT is 33% above the Merino average with YEMD 65% above. 
The Polls have performed in line with our expectations, with the 
Dohne growth and muscle coming through.

Also, as expected, our YCFW is 30% below the Merino average and 
YSL 23% below the average; however, it is pleasing to note that in 

2016 our YCFW was only 5% below the Merino average. 

It is really pleasing, however, that YSS is significantly higher than the 
Merino average by almost 300%.
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Lean meat yield (measured using the 15k genomic test) are now 
available to our clients for the Glenlea Polls. Glenlea LMY is 32%  
higher than the Merino average.

POLL NEWS
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DOHNE SIRES
Tag MWWT PWT YWT PEMD PFAT YCFW YFD YDCV YSS INDEX

AL150068 1.2 4.8 5.3 0.9 0.5 1.2 -0.2 -1.4 1.0 155.5

DJ110121 2.5 3.7 4.6 0.0 -0.3 11.1 -0.7 -0.4 -1.1 136.4

DJ140061 -0.4 5.0 5.4 0.3 0.2 10.9 -0.8 -0.5 -0.5 155.2

DJ151880 0.3 5.6 6.2 0.8 0.2 11.3 0.3 -0.4 0.5 150.5

NO140138 0.2 5.5 7.3 1.6 0.4 16.4 0.3 -0.7 0.7 167.5

MO140161 0.3 2.4 3.0 0.7 0.2 3.3 -1.3 1.3 -5.6 135.0

Tag YWT YEMD YFAT YCFW YFD YDCV YSL YSS LMY IMF INDEX

TV130646 9.8 1.8 0.9 16.6 1.1 0.8 14.1 -2.6 0.67 -0.77 140

TV130939 6.9 1.2 0.7 9.8 0.6 -1.1 10 4.7 0.57 -0.60 135

GLENLEA 
POLL SIRES
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Objective carcase measurement - the missing link in 
value-based marketing 

Sarah Stewart 

Co-authors: Peter McGilchrist, Graham Gardner and Dave 
Pethick 

About the presenter 

Sarah Stewart is a former livestock veterinarian, who returned to Murdoch 
University in 2012 to complete a PhDin meat science investigating the 
influence of pre-slaughter stress on lamb meat eating quality and yield. It 
was here she developed a passion for lamb eating quality and is now 
working as a post-doctoral fellow for the Advanced Livestock Measurement 
Technologies [ALMTech] project. In this role, she is investigating devices 
that can objectively measure carcase traits, such as intramuscular fat to 
predict eating quality in lamb and beef. 

Take home messages 

- Intramuscular fat [IMF%] plays an integral role in determining the 
eating quality of lamb. 

- Objective carcase measurement is essential for value-based marketing. 

- Online measurement of IMF% is essential for the role out of a cuts-based 
MSA grading system for lamb. 

- Several devices are currently being investigated by the ALMTech group 
which aims to predict IMF% in lamb carcases. 

Introduction 

Intramuscular fat [IMF%] is a key driver of eating quality in lamb [Pannier 
et al., 2014] and an essential input into the development of a cuts-based 
Meat Standards Australia [MSA] model for lamb and carcase feedback for 
producers. However, there is no current commercial method of predicting 
IMF% in lamb, and the volume throughput means that eating quality 
grading requires technology and automation to be financially viable. As 
such, there is significant interest in the development of online technologies 
that can predict IMF% on a per carcase basis. There are several devices 
being investigated by the ALMTech project that show great promise, with 
the technologies currently being trained and validated to predict IMF% 
using both genetically informed and commercial lamb carcases. 

Hyperspectral imaging. Danish company Frontmatec have developed a 
hyper spectral camera, which captures an image of the loin eye. The camera 
uses specific wavelengths, generated by light emitting diodes that penetrate 
the cut surface of the loin eye. Multiple images are captured, one for each 
reflected spectra, with the contrast between these images allowing the 
segregation of fat from muscle and bone. Currently approximately 1000 
lamb images have been collected in the past 12 months, utilising both 
‘genetically-informed’ animals, such as the MLA resource flocks at 
Katanning, WA, and Armidale, NSW, and commercial lamb carcases. These 
represent very important datasets which have both chemical IMF% data 
and consumer taste panel data, therefore facilitating future direct 
prediction of eating quality in lamb. Analysis of these images is currently 
underway. ALMTech is also investigating the use of a hyper spectral device 
developed by South Australian company MEQ Probe. An initial workup of 
this device demonstrates the promise of this technology and this company 
is now collecting data from both the MLA resource flock and commercial 
lamb kills to further train and validate this device. The advantage of the 
MEQ probe is that it can be use on both hot and cold carcases. In addition, 
the probe inserts into the carcase, meaning a cut surface is not required. 

Conclusion 

Intramuscular fat is a key driver of eating quality in lamb and thus integral 
in the development of a cuts-based MSA model for lamb. It is essential that 
technologies are developed which predict IMF% on an individual carcase 
basis. Commercialisation of technologies and effective roll-out will depend 
on the precision and accuracy of these devices as well as the associated 
infrastructure and data management requirements within plants. 
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Something a bit different… 

I recently attended LambEx 2018 in Perth and there 

were several sessions on the significance of 

intramuscular fat on eating quality on lamb. There is a 

move towards the introduction of a value-based 

marketing system where producers are paid a premium 

for producing quality lamb that has a superior taste and 

quality to the consumer. The below is from a presentation 

by Sarah Stewart on the new systems being trialled that 

will allow processors to accurately determine IMF and 

then to be able to pay a premium for better quality lamb 

to the producer.

What is really exciting is that we are not far from the 

processors being able to provide producers with per 

carcase feedback that can be linked to individual lambs 

to give a better understanding of the top performing 

sires and dams in a commercial producers flock. This is 

something we are really looking forward to. 

The general feel from LambEx was that there are huge 

opportunities to really ramp up sheep enterprises with 

the new technologies coming into the commercial space to 

improve the overall efficiency and profitability of 

producers enterprises.
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